THE  RELIGIOUS  SETTLEMENT

life of Cranmer that ' The Catholic bishops would have been
powerless to carry the Act, and Henry VIII would not have
helped, unless the mass of the laity had been on the same side *.

* Toleration,' he adds, * was shocking to the minds of the most
enlightened.'

That Henry himself scrutinized with minute care the word-
ing and the intention of every single article of religious legislation
carried in these years is amply demonstrated by a large number
of documents, and more particularly by those collected together
in the Cotton volume known as Cleopatra E. V, from which the
above draft has been taken. Amongst other items this volume
contains a lengthy exposition of the meaning of the twelve articles
of the Creed, most of which have been annotated by Henry in
his own hand, some very fully. Characteristically, when the
exposition of * I believe in God the Father Almighty' begins with

* For the plain understanding of this article . . .', Henry imme-
diately inserts ' Ye must understand that we intend to declare
every material word of the same '.   Equally, it is noticeable that
on the eighth (' I believe in the Holy Catholic Church') he has
more alterations and comments to make than anywhere else.

On the questions of doctrine which were discussed by the
bishops he has made many comments. Their statements on the
subject of confirmation he criticizes: ' This answer is not direct '.1
When they write that 'Making of Bishops hath two parts,
Appointment and Ordering', Henry demands ' Where is this
distinction found?' When .they give the former to 'Christian
princes and rulers ', but keep for themselves ordination ' wherein
grace is conferred', Henry writes * Now since you confess that
the Apostles did occupate the one part, which now you confess
belongeth to princes, how can you prove that ordering is orvly'
committed to you bishops?>2

On two drafts of an act concerning the degrees of consan-
guinity that are to be held prohibited in matrimony he has com-
mented freely in execfable handwriting,3 and a Latin defence of
auricular confession he has annotated in Latin. He has also
expressed some of his 'opinions on purgatory, in the note which
follows.